




Recognizes and Awards Performance

• Measurable Performance is Evaluated – on factors as diverse as 
citywide infrastructure, services, sustainability and quality of life

• Goals, Plans, Policies, Strategies and Projects that led to achieving 
the Performance are critical

• Performance is Scored relative to a robust data set

• LEED for Cities Certification is a part of the journey not the 
destination



Leadership in Sustainability and Quality of Life

• Cultivating a New Generation of High-Performance Cities

• Attracting new capital – human and financial

• Enabling Smarter, Data-Driven Engagement – connecting silos 

• Innovating the ways in which cities across the world compare, 

benchmark and compete

• What gets measured, gets done; what gets measured, gets 

improved; what gets improved and done, gets celebrated!



Flexible and Scalable Platform

• The Certification is offered on a unique Arc platform

• 14 metrics are used for Performance Scoring and Certification, 

focusing on: Energy, Water, Waste, Transportation, Education, 

Health, Safety, Prosperity and Equitability 

• Cities can track performance on Arc with 250+ parameters for 

more detailed evaluation



Other Reasons to Certify

• Obtain a baseline

• Help decide priorities 

• Help make better informed decisions

• Benchmarking and comparison with other 

cities, sharing resources and best practices 

(avoiding recreating the wheel)

• Getting all your departments and 

authorities measuring the same vital, useful 

metrics and in the same way

• All your metrics in one place where you 

can do holistic tracking and analyzing

• Keeping collaboration and advancement 

progressing forward

• Early adopter and leader – have more 

flexibility, support and limelight

• Risk mitigation (e.g., Moody’s score; 

proactive assessment)

• Help other small coastal cities





Education, Health, Safety, 
Equitability and Prosperity



Energy 1. Greenhouse Gas Emissions (CO2 equivalent) 

Water 2. Water Consumption 

Waste 3. Municipal Solid Waste Generated 

4. Municipal Solid Waste Diverted from Landfill 

Transportation 5. Distance Traveled in Individual Vehicles Daily 

Education 6. Population with (at least) a High School Degree 

7. Population with (at least) a Bachelor's Degree 

Equitability 8. Median Gross Rent as % of Household Income 

9. Income Differential/Gini coefficient 
Prosperity 10. Median Household Income 

11. Unemployment rate 
Health & Safety 12. Median Air Quality Index (AQI) 

13. Air Quality Days Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups 

14. Violent Crime 
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Performance Tracking

Parameters Available for 
Further Performance Tracking

• 250 Parameters preloaded 
on the platform

• Additionally, Cities can 
provide parameters for 
measuring customized 
priorities









PRECERTIFICATION Elements Explained
• Bring together existing vision, plans, goals and policies in one unified 

Roadmap for preparing to track performance
• Roadmap contains: 1) Short-term and Long-term Goals, 2) Performance 

tracking metrics, and 3) Strategies to be deployed for achieving 
actionable performance

• Acts as a unified document for all aspects of the City’s performance: 
energy, water, waste, transportation and human experience

• Include relevant city departments, project teams, and stakeholders for 
developing the roadmap

• Conduct needed meetings incorporating stakeholders to prepare the 
roadmap

• Identify governance structure that will enable needed performance 
tracking  
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Active LEED for Cities and Communities
• Certified Cities: Washington DC, 

Phoenix/AZ, and Savona/Italy 

• Certified Community: Arlington 
County/VA  

• PreCertified Community: 
Songdo International Business 
District/South Korea and Atlanta 
International Airport

• Registered: Chicago/IL, 
Denver/CO, Atlanta/GA, 
Newark/NJ, Rockefeller Center/NY, 
San Diego County/CA, 
Rochester/MN, Schenectady/NY, 
Hoboken/NJ, Lancaster/PA, 
Surat/India, Beijing New Airport 
Economic Zone/China, Meilan
Airport Industrial Eco-city in 
Haikou/China
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Cost
• Registration: $5000 for non-members, $2500 for members with Silver level or above

• PreCertification (optional): $5000 for non-members, $4000 for members with Silver 
level or above

• Certification: $10500 (includes access to Arc for five years and all necessary help in 
data collection and documentation)

• Total: Registration + Certification = $15,500 non-USGBC members; $13,000 USGBC 
members with Silver level or above (about $7/day)

• Total with PreCertification: Registration + PreCertification + Certification = $20,500 
non-USGBC members; $17,000 USGBC members with Silver level or above -- If the 
city wishes to avoid the cost of PreCertification, they can directly go to 
Certification.



USGBC Membership Benefits
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